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SIR, 


Eſides the Satisfaction which 1 
enjoy in common with the Reſt 
of the Orthodox, in Reading 


you Ingenious and Learned Anſwer, to 


Mr. Whiſfton's Suſpicions of the Great 
Athanaſius ; I have this in particular to 
thank you for, That you have ſav'd me 
a great deal of Trouble, in drawing 
from him ſuch an Acknowledgment of 
his Miſtake concerning the Genuineneſs 
of thoſe Arabick Manuſcripts which he 


once ſo much gloried in, as I could ne- 


ver hope to have extorted. I could 
heartily have wiſh'd, that his Confeſ- 
ſion had been ſo General, as to have 
included all thoſe Particulars, in which 
he diſſents from his beſt and ſincereſt 


Friends; for ſuchy you know, the beſt 


Chriſtians are to all Mankind. For my 
on part, had I any Deſign of recom- 


A'S + mending 


(4) 

mending my ſelf to the World; the 
laſt Way that I ſhould chuſe to do it, 
would be writing Controverſy : elpe- 
cially where the Perſon to be wrote a- 
gainſt (which 1s our Caſe) is more con- 
cernd than the Cauſe. For tho' one 
takes all the Caution imaginable, ſome- 
thing will be apt to be inſinuated, re- 
flecting either upon that Perſon's Inte- 
grity or Underſtanding, or both, as we 
ſhould be loath to hear of our ſelyes. 

However, when the Regard we bear 
to any of our Neighbours, ſtands in 
Competition with the Peace of the 
Church ; all private Confiderations muſt 


* 


of Neceſſity be laid aſide. The Omiſ- 
ſion of neceſſary Severities , either out 
of a Principle or Pretence of Tender- 
neſs, proves oftentimes in the End to be 
the greateſt Cruelty. Notwithſtanding 
which, there being lo many much more 
Able Pens than my own,ready to defend 
u hatſoeyer may be advanc'd againſt an 

Part of the Doctrine receiv'd in our E- 
abliſp'd Church; J could very fue 
have fat ſtill, without medling at all 
Fick Mr. }/Ehiftor's Pontroverſy; unlets 


} had 
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I had perceiv'd that my being concern'd 


in the Tranſlating the Arabick Manu- 
ſcript, which occaſion'd that Diſpute 
between him and the late Reverend and 
Learned Dr. Grabe, had laid an Obli- 


_ gation upon me, to give ſome Account 


of it to the World, 

When Mr. Whiſton firſt propos'd to 
me his Defign of having it examin'd ; 
] was very well aware, that the refuſing 


my Aſſiſtance in that Particular, might 
prove of worſe Conſequence to the 
Church, than granting it. For it would 


have been obvious to him to have urg'd, 


that there was ſufficient Strength and 
Authority in the Arabick Books, to put 


what he contended for quite paſt Diſ- 
ute, if he had not been refuſed the 
ſe of them. I was ſo very well aſ- 


ſur'd of the contrary, that 1 have 
thought ſome times fince, at it might 
be natural to ſome Perſons, to whom I 
am unknown, to ſurmiſe, That fince 


Mr. WhiBon could not know any thing 


of this Book, but what he had from 
me; I mjght be inſtrumental in Lead- 
ing him into his Miſtakes concerning it, 


with 
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(5 
with a Proſpect of recommending my 
ſelf afterwards, by expoſing him. But 
God and his own Conſcience ate Wit- 
neſſes, that I always ſpake with that 
juft Contempt of thoſe Books, which I 
knew they deſervd. I told him, that 
they neither were, nor could be good 
for any thing; and that whoſoever laid 
any-Streſs upon fuch Books, in any Con- 
troverſy whatſoever, muſt needs be a 
Sufferer. He, on the other fide, was 
deaf to all my Repreſentations ; and, 
with ſuch an Air as expreſs'd a tender 
Compaſſion of my Ignorance ( a Vir- 
tue which ſhines very eminently in him) 
allow'd me to underſtand the Language, 
but reſerv'd the Judgment of the Mate- 
rials to himſelf. 

Whatſoever his Reaſons were, that 
induc'd him to paſs ſo quick a Judg- 
ment * Book that he was altoge- 

ther unacquainted withal ; it ſeems, they 
do not bear the fame Weight with him 
now. Nevertheleſs, you will give me 
Leave to offer you mine, why they 
ought never to have had any Influence 

upon him at all. 
e The 


155 | 
The Arabick Language, tho of great 
Antiquity, equal (for any thing I know 
to the contrary) to the Hebrew itſelf, 
yet was never made uſe of, as a Learned 
Language, till the time of Mahomet, 
whoſe Flight from Meccab to Medinab 
(which you know 1s their Date ) was in 
the Year of our Lord 622. The In- 
undation of the Saracens, both over 
Eaft and Weſt, carried that Language 
along with ſuch a Torrent, that it ei- 
ther ſwept away all the reſt, (as in A. 
frica) or elſe made them very inconfide- 
rable, as in Syria and Ag ypt ; where 
the Remainders of Greek, Syriack, and 
Coptick, were left in the Hands of poor 
Chriſtians, in a deſpicable Condition, not 
worth the Conquerors trampling upon; 
and retired either to Caves and Mona- 
ſteries, or the Tops of Mountains. 
This reduced both the Fews and 
Chriſtians of thoſe Countries to a Ne- 
ceſſity of learning Arabick : And ac- 
cordingly we find that they have left us 
a Multitude of Books in it. Tho not 
ſo much as one that! could yet ever ſee 
or hear of, that was not above a thou- 
ſand Years later than our Saviour Chriſt. 


At 


8) 
At which time, Ignorance: having at 
once ſpread. both its Wings over the 
Face of the Chriftian Church ; nothing 
confiderable could reaſonably be expect- 
ed from thoſe illiterate Oriental Monks, 
who had entirely loſt all manner of 


Taſte of Critical Learning; or to n 


more properly, never had any. 

Not ithſtanding which, there was 
Care taken by the pious Biſhops , and 
other Clergy of thoſe Churches, how- 
ever depreſs'd by Poverty and Sla very, 
that there ſhould be Tranſlations made 
of the Scriptures in the Arabick Tongue, 
it being now become Vulgar. But then 
here was the Miſery: The accurate Know- 
ledge of the Originals, abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to the performing ſuch an Underta- 
king with tolerable Succeſs, was wanting. 
So that ſometimes they make a ſtrange 
Parapliraſe; and ſometimes leave a 
Word, which they do not underſtand, 
entirely out. To produce one Inſtance 
out of the fifth Chapter of the firft Epi- 
{tle of St. Peter, Verſe 5. 
where the Word w hich ſig- 
A Lilies be alan (not being underſtood 


by 
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by: the Arabick Interpreter is wholly 
omitted. Befides, it doth not ſeem that 
there ever was any due Care taken to 
have a Verſion made by the Joint La- 
bours of Perſons skill'd in ſuch a Work ; 
but rather as ſome particular Biſhop's or 
Presbyter's Piety excited him to do that 
Service to the Church. The Reaſon 
why I think ſo, is, becauſe you can 
hardly find two Arahieck Copies the 
fame, but done by quite different Hands, 
and in different Ages. I would not 
have you think that I have impoſed up- 
on my ſelf in this Particular, becauſe . 
the Fews have made ſome, and the 
Chriſtians others; for it is moſt cer- 
tain, that thoſe made by the Jews 
ought not to come into the Account: 
But I fpeak of thoſe us'd in the Chriſtian 
Churches only; ſome of which are ſo 
different from one another, as through- 
out a whole Chapter not to have three 
Words together alike, though written in 
the ſame Language. And yet it muſt 
needs be allowed, that the Scriptures, as 
there was very good reaſon they thould, 


have had much greater Care and Pains 
B beſtowed - 


— 


> 10 
beſtowed upon them, than any other 
Books. The reſt of their Religious Books 
(for it is of them only that we are ſpeak- 


ing) were either their own Liturgies, 


Rituals and Controverſial Pieces; or elſe 
what they tranſlated from very Cor- 
rupt Copies out of thoſe Conſtitutions 
which were call'd ApoFokcal, or from 
ſome other of the Ancient Fathers which 
they had in the greateſt Eſteem. And 
in this Particular, they ſeem hardly to 
have Acted with the leaſt Regard to 
Truth or Honeſty. For, what they 
found they Tranſlated very negligently ; 
and what they could not find, they forg d. 
So true is the Character that the Learn- 
ed F. Simon has given them in this re- 
ſpect. * Add to this, ſays he, T hat there is 
no Nation has forg'd more Books than the 
Arabian. As i 1 Ambitions to exceed 
other Nations in Number of Books ; ſo it 
has tranſlated into its own Language what - 
ſoever Books it could get, and what it could 


His adde, nullam eſſe gentem que magis veros librorum partus e- 
mentita fuerit quam Arabica. Ut Ambitieſa reliquas orbis Natione: 
amat librorum multitudine ſuperare, ita ſcriptores quoſcunq; ques aſ- 

equi potuit in Linguam ſuam transfudit, quos vero non licuit emen- 
tita eft. L. Simon, Not. ad Gabriel, Severym, p. 117, 
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not it bas feign d. Sometimes they preſent 
you with an Abridgment out of the An- 
cient Fathers, of which we have one 
Manuſcript in our Publick Library at 
Cambridge; but perform d after ſuch a 
childiſh Manner, that it cannot be made 
uſe of to any other Purpoſe, that I know, 
than to ſerve as a ſtanding Proof of 
the Negligence and Ignorance of the 
Compiler. Sometimes you have one 
Author quoted for another: Sometimes 
a Paſſage ſo wretchedly tranſlated, that 
if you take the Pains to compare it 
with the Original, you may very juſtly 

ueftion whether 1t be the ſame or not. 
In a Manuſcript of Elmakin in St. Johns 
Library in Cambridge , there are Two 
Books reckon d in the Canon of Scrip- 
ture, which we never heard of. One 
of them written by Benjamin; the o- 
ther I have forgot. In ſhort, what- 
ſoever is to be expected from theſe 

Monkiſh Performances , 1s ſometimes 
Old, ſometimes New : Now Ortho- 
dox; Then Heretical : The next Para- 
graph Genuine ; the following a For- 
gery : In one word, all Rhapſody and 
. = = 


6) 
Tho' I knew this to be the Conditi; 
omof theſe Books, yet Mr. Whiſton would 
needs have his Darling Manuſcript ex- 
empted from the common Cenſure. So 
tender Mothers, when there is any Miſ- 
chief done, are willing to believe any 
thing, rather than that their own belo- 
ved Children had any Hand in it. But 
it is moſt certain, that theſe Copies are 
no more exact than the reſt. In the Be- 
ginning of the Apoſtolical Conſtitutians, 
there is mention made of the Egyptian 
Idol Apis. This our Arabick Tranſla- 
tor hath leſt out, being altogether igno- 
rant of the Hiſtory of Apis. But ] 
muſt confeſs, that it ſeems ſtrange to me 
how it came into the Greek at all; and 
2 manifeſt Indication of Forgery, if 
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he tranſlates + patient, by without Evil. 
Innumerable other Inſtances. I could 
produce of his Inaccurateneſs; but Mr. 
Whiiftn having given him up himſelf, I 
ſhall perſecute him no further, any more 
than I ſhall trouble my ſelf with Trag- 
ſcribing what Dr. Grabe has urg'd againſt 
him in his Learned Eſſay , to which, ] 


refer you. 


» 
1 
- 


. | | IF JUL YL 
What ſurprizes me moſt is, that the 
Nature of the Controverſy being ſo 


plain in Fact, that Dr. Grabe, tho un- 


Skill'd in Arabick, could not help pro- 
ving even to Demonſtration , that Mr. 


I biſton was miſtaken; (and you will 


allow, that he muſt needs be a very 
fair Mark, that cannot be mifs'd'in the 
dark) it had not Influence enough up- 
on him, to prevent his Publiſhing his 
Remarks in Anſwer to the Doctor: 
Which I ſhall lightly touch upon, that 
you may ſee how far the judgment of 
this Author is to be depended upon, by 
any Reader that is not able to examine 


the Matter himſelf. 
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His Propofition runs thus: 


PROPOSITION. 

That Doctrine of the Apoſtles, which 
the Churches of Ethiopia and Egypt re- 
ceived , and that we [315 in Arabick at 
Oxford , ſo far as it is the ſame , is Ge- 
heine, and a Sacred Book, of the New 
Teſtament. J mean this 7 in Caſe theſe 
Copies of the former, were not an Atha- 
naſian Abridgment of the Genuin Book 
This is, I confeſs, a fruitful Propo- 
fation ; and ſo folded together, that any 
Reader almoſt might very well be ex- 
eus d, that could not underſtand it. How- 
ever, I will endeavour to ſhow it you in 
as clear a Light as I can ; and then you 
ſhall judge. The Meaning I take to be 
this. © Our Arabick Copy at Oxford, fo 
“ far as it agrees with the Copy us'd in 


66 the Ethiopick Church | which we have 


not yet ſeen] © is a Sacred Book of the 


& New Teſtament, Provided the E- 


thiapick Copy was not a Forgery of A. 
thanaſrus : So tar then as theſe two Copies 
2 agree, 


0 
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(1s) 
agree, they areGenuine: ¶ Which remains 
ſtill to be proved.) Provided the Ethi- 
opick Copy was not an Athanaſian Abridg- 
ment : Which has no Conſequence at all. 
Befides, there is this included in it; that 
it neceſſarily ſuppoſes the Arabic Ver- 
ſion to have been made from the Et bio- 
7 5 which is the very Reverſe of the 
ruth. | 
His Imagination that the Ethiopick 
Verſion is better, is falſe : For he 
miſtakes, if he ſuppoſes that the Ethiops- 
ans have any Copy of that Kind, tran- 
ſlated from any Ancient Greek Copy. 
'Tis moſt certain, that what they have 
is from the Egyptian Arabick Copy. Let 
Mr. Whiſton give me Leave once to tell 
him, that the preſent Ethiopian Religi- 
on hath in a great meaſure tollow'd the 
Fate of the Alexandrian Church ; and 
notwithſtanding the Difference between 
them, it has not hinder'd them from 
Receiving ſeveral Books tranſlated in E- 
gt out of Arabick. That Ethwpick 
Copy, (provided we had it) would be 
ſo far from adding any Authority, that 
the Variations of it from the Arab:ch., 


would 


( 16 ) 
would be juſt of as much Value as thoſe 


of the Arabick are from the Greek. It 


argues the greateſt Ignorance of theſe 


Things imaginable, to expect any thing 


tranſlated from Ancient Authentick 
Greek Originals, at the Hands' of the 


poor Ethiopians. Theſe Tranſlations 
were firſt made in Egypt, and after- 


wards tranſmitted into Ethiopia; which 
Church (whether Heretical or not) al- 
ways had a very great Dependance up- 
on the Alexandrian. So that if it were 


worth while to argue about the Diffe- 


rences of a Book, the Original of which 
was a ſhameful Forgery at firſt; we 
muſt pronounce the Greek Copy (tho 
that interpolated) to be the beſt ; The 
Arabick next; And the Ethipick , as 
being a Tranſlation from a Tranſlation, 
the worſt of all. Not that I have any 
| Reaſon to think that there are ſo many 


Faults committed in the Ethiopick Ver- 


fion from the Arabick, as there are in 
the Arabick one from the Greek , Ara- 
bick having been much better under- 
ſtood by the Eth:oprans, than the Anci- 
net Greek was by thoſe modern Alexan- 
| drians, 
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1 
drians, by ef the Arabick Tranſla- 


tion was firſt made. For the Arabick 
was then, as now, a living Language: 
But when the ArabickVerfion was made 
from the Greek, the Uſe of the Ancient 
Greek had been long extinguiſhed, by 
the Inundation of the Saracens, who 


introduc'd the Arabick into its place. 


But to let this paſs. His Manner of 
maintaining his Propoſition , leems to 
me no leſs ſtrange than the 3 
it ſelf. He begins thus: T his Book has 


no other Competitor in all Antiquity; and 


therefore its Pretentions ought not to be 
diſputed, without full Evidence to the 
contrary. Whatſoever Mr. Whifton may 
think of it, this Argument 1s fo far 
from Serving his Cauſe , that it mani- 
feftly proves what all the Orthodox 
contend for ; that is, that the Book 1s a 
Forgery. For had it been written by 
the Apoſtles, or any of their Contem- 
poraries or immediate Succefſors ; we 
have Experience enough from the feign'd 
Goſpels of the Hereticks, to convince 
us, that they would not have fail'd to 
impoſe upon the World whatſoever they 

' "> thought 


E 
thought moſt agreeable to their own 
Principles or Intereſt; and have been 
glad of uſhering it in under the ſpeci- 
ous Title of Apoſtolical. But ſince tl 
never attempted to make a Book, whic 
ſhould ſtand in Competition with this; 
I cannot ſee how any Perſon can help 
thinking, either that they have interpo- 
lated this Book, (which would ſerve 
their End as well) or elſe that it ne- 
ver was Apoſtolical. And the chief | 
Reaſon which induces me to make this 
Concluſion, is this very Argument which 
Mr. M biſton has produc'd to prove the 
contrary ; viz. T bat this Book bas no 
Competitor in all Antiquity. 

He urges in the laſt Page; © This 
© therefore having ſo ſtrong a Claim, and 
« having no other Book that can ſet up any 
« v4 Claim, ougbt to be allow'd to be 
« the ſame, till ſome other appear; 1 
« MEAN THIS, IN CASE THERE 
« BE NOT VERY CONVINCING 
« EVIDENCE. TO THE 'CON- 
«© TRARY. Methinks there is ſome- 
thing very particular in that Reſerve. 


Were ] to light upon an imperfect Copy 
. ; 0 
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of an Eminent Author, the firſt Line 


of which ſhould begin with theſe Words, 
T his therefore having ſo ſtrong a Claim, 
Vc. how ſhould 1 bewail the Loſs of 
thoſe preceeding Arguments, by the 
Force of which ſuch a Claim was made 


good. But ſince this is not my preſent 


Condition, I will for once oblige you 
with the Reaſons that induc'd him to 
make ſuch a ſtrong Concluſion. And 
that I may not give him any juſt Occa- 
ſion to complain of his being miſrepre- 
ſented, you ſhall have it in his own 
Words. We bave (ſays he) already 
* ſbewd, and tis oumd by all the 
Learned, that there was in the Fourth 
“and Fifth Centuries , a Sacred Book of 
&* our Religion, ſtil d The Doctrine of 
« the Apoſtles. We alſo find by the E- 
« thiopick Records, that thoſe Churches, 
“together with thoſe of Egypt or the 
4 Copti, have ever had a Doctrine aſcri- 
« bed to the Apoſiles , and ever recerv'd 
hy them as Genuine. Nay, Wanſlebius 
& bad the Book it ſelf, &c. “ This there- 
«fore having . ſo  Ftrong a Claim, &c. 
How there having been a Book with 

a 4.3. wag” ſuch 


(20) 

ſuch a Title in the Fourth and Fifth 
Centuries, which was afterwards re- 
ceiv'd by the Ethiopians as Genuine, and 
of which Wanſlebius ſa a Copy, ſhould 
infer its having been written by the A- 
poſtles, does as much exceed my Capa- 
city, as the following Parallel by which 
he endeavours to ſtrengthen it. f I 
„ni (ſays he) there was a Genuine 
- ad Clement to the Corinthians, 
Kz | 

cc 


in the Alexandrian Manu- 
ſcript a Book with that very Title, and 

&« find no other with'thatT ule in the Norld; 
4 1 readily ſuppoſe it the very ſame G- 
« nuine Epiſtle, till mighty Arguments are 
produce d to the contrary. The Applica- 
tion is eaſy. Ra oY 
"Now allowing that there is ſomething 
in his Argument for St. Clements Epiſtle; 
I do not apprehend the Application to be 
ſo eaſy, Becauſe St. Clement's Epiſtle 
being always tranſcribed for the Uſe of 
the Greek Church, in the ſame Lan- 
guage in which it was originally writ- 
ten; every thing in it may be much bet- 
ter preſerv'd in its Purity and Integrity, 
than when you are to make a Tranſlation. 


2 (21) 
Beſides, the Arabick and Ethiopick Co- 


pies not being the ſame with the Greek, .. 
ſeems to me to fpoil Mc. Whifton's Paral- 
lel between the Apaſtolical Conflitutions 


. 


and St. Clement's Epiſtle. 


In the Twelfth Page of his Remarks 
upon Dr. Grabe's Eflay, there is ſuch a 
Scholzum , as one would have thought 
durſt never have ſtood within ſo few Pa- 
ges of the foregoing Propofition ; eſpe- 
cially in a Book written by a po A —.— 


tician. 


Now, with your Leave, let us 


compare them a little together. 


PROPOSITION. 


The Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles , which the 
Churches of Ethiopia 
and Egypt receiv'd, and 
that we have in Arabick 
at Oxford , /o far as it 
v the ſame , is Genuine, 
and a Sacred Book of the 
New Teſtament. I mean 
in this Caſe, theſe Co- 

ies of the former were 
avg an Athanaſian A- 


SCHOLIUM. 
We muſt bere Note, 


| | 
| That till we have the 


Ethiopick or Coptick 
Copy of this Book pub- 
lifh'd, it will be very 
hard to determine how 
far that Arabick Verf- 
on we have at Oxford is 
Genuine, and how far al- 
ter d or enlarg d. Nay, 
till we have the Origi- 


bridgmens 


nal Greek, it will not 
be 


(22) 
bridgment of the Genu- | be eaſy to ſatisfy our. 
ine Book on). | ſelves entirely in this 
5 I uAlatter. SO FAR 
IS EE MS PLAIN 
THAT THE PRE- 
FACE IS GENUINEF. 


This is ſaying juſt nothing at all, or 
rather what is worſe than nothing. In 
the Propoſition he has poſetively pointed 

out to us a new Book $44 ib. Teſta- 
ment. | Provided it be not a Forgery.] 
In the Scholium he has explain'd the Pro- 
* quite away; and told us in Ef- 
ect, that our Cauſe is moſt certainly 
Right, but that the Proof of it depends 
upon three Evidences, two of which 
are unfortunately out of the way. The 
Arabick we have ; but we muſt ſtay till 
the Greekand Etbiopicł come up. How- 
ever till they appear, you may take his 
Word for it; eſpecially conſidering what 


* 
w% 


+ Tho in the Ninth Page, Par aph VI. he interpoſes bis uſual 
Caution 'funleſs it be 2 Forgery.} Nor to abuſe him, theſe are his 
Words: Thus in general it lays full Claim to be Apoſtolical ; 
and cannot but bt ſuch, unleſs it be an entire Forgery, _ 

Doth be mean that it was either all Forg'd or all Genuine. If he 
doth, it does not follow from his Premiſes : And if it did, it is of 0 
Conſequence at all. But to taks him in that Senſe, we affirm that it 
is all forg'd, © Be 852 

i 3 he 
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no way 3 to determine about them j 


ly, that I ſcorn to turn any ſerious Sub- 


ject into Ridicule. But as Mr. 


Mhiſton has propos d this Matter, it 
is Ridicule it ſelt. For if he be 
really in good Earneſt, and deſigus that 
we ſhould have any Regard: to what he 
ſays; why has he then amuſed us with 
the vain ExpeQation of an Authentick 
Book, the Authority of which (accord- 
ing to himſelf) depends upon two Co- 
pies, (one of them the Original Greek) 
which neither he nor any of us had 
ever an Opportunity of peruſing? How- 
ever, he is pleas d to ſay, ſo far ſeems 
plain that the Preface is Genuine. | would 
ſooner believe any Part of the Book to 
be Genuine than the Preface, and that 
laſt Chapter which is call'd Myſtagogza ; 
for tho reſt are tranſlated from the 
23615) | Greek, 


Greek, which theſe are not. And the 


Reaſon why I believe the Preface ſpuri- 

ous, is the fifth Argument which Mr. 
 #Whifton has produc'd to prove it Ge- 
nuine, vr. * We have the Origin of that 


ancient Notion among Chriſtians , that the 
Ten Orders in the a fl cove 


diftributed, with Regard to the Ten Or- 
ders of inviſible Beings in Heaven. Which 
makes it evident to my Apprehenfion, 
that this. Preface was unqueſtiona 
written, after the Time of the feignd 
Dionyſius Areopagita, whom the Learned 
Biſhop Pearſon has prov d to have lived 
in the middle of the fifth Century; and 
it favours exactly of the fame Jargon 
which thoſe Arabick Monks had a par- 
ticular. Taſte of. 5 
But now I have mention d the Pre. 
face ; if Mr. I hiſton had done me the 
Juſtice to print that Tranſlation which 
I ent him = it, airs might have 
red his Pains of making that Apolo- 
yo for me 1n theSenth Page a t 
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Neno E, p. 10 


Preface, 


(55) 
Preface, as having done it in haſte, and 
conſequently not with that Exactneſs 


which I intended. I ſent it to Mt. 


Mhiſton in Latin: And he tranſlated it 
into Eugliſb, and perverted the Mean- 
ing of it. Afterwards he printed it in 
his Eſſay upon the Conſtitutions exactly 
as I had done it. But upon ſecond 
Thoughts, before the Book was pub- 
liſh'd, he cancell'd that Leaf without 


my Knowledge, and printed another, 


which he affirms there to have been re- 
vis d by me: But I know nothing of it, 
only that Mr. Gagnier who affiſted Dr. 
Grabe, told me, that he had found it 
in Abrabam Echellenſts. 

That is only a Specimen of his Un- 
certainty. As to the remaining Part of 
his Remarks upon Dr. Grabe's Eſſay, 
there are ſo many ſtrange Things, and 
ſo crudely put together, as one would 
ſcarce have thought poſſible to have been 
done in ſo narrow a Compaſs, and it is 
to no purpoſe to infiſt upon them. Thoſe 
Arguments he uſes to prove the Preface . 
Genuine, make it evidently ſpurious , 


or elſe conclude nothing at all. The 
D Ninth 


cannot te 
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Ninth runs thus: We have bere alſo the 
Name Nazarens apply d to Chri ans, 
which we know was one of their Names 
in the Days of the. Apoſiles, BUT 
WHICH IN A LITTLE TIME 


WORE OFF AND VANISH'D A- 


WAY. If this Argument proves any 
thing in behalf of the Preface to the 
Arabick Conſtitutions, it proves equal- 
ly that the Alcoran was a Genuine 
Work of the Apoftles; which would be 
a very conſiderable Addition to Mr. 
WWh:ſton's new Canon of Scripture, if not 
compleat it. In that Book the Chriftians 
are call'd, nothing elſe but Nazar, as 
they are by the Arabs and Per ſians to 


this Day, and always have been in the 


Eaſt, ever fince the Holy Apoſtles were 
taken notice of , as being the Diſciples 


of Feſus of Nazareth. So that what 


Mr. W. * may call vaniſhing away 1 
J. The Syrians uſe the ſame 


Word, with this only difference, that 
their Pronunciation is more like Maxa- 
reans than Nazarens. The Fews al- 
ways call them Alozerim, and our Savi- 


our Noxeri: Which making due Allow- 
: ance 


_——_— 


+ Hs Av . oat AS. ws bh... % 


TVT... a. An ne, 5. St. os. 
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. (27) . 
ance for the Difference of the Dialects, 
is ſtill the ſame with what the Greeks 


call Nazarens, and is always uſed by 


the Eaſtern Nations in the fame Mean- 
ing. See of what unhappy Conſequence 


it is for Men to undertake to diate to 


all Mankind in a Part of Learning 
which they are themſelves entirely ig- 
norant of! And whom of us is it that 
he hath not infulted ? Whom hath he 
allowed to be but ſo much as competent- 
ly qualified to be admitted, even as an 
Auditor in theſe Diſputes ? Inſtead of 
this he has charg'd all Orders of Men 


with Self- intereſt, Blindneſs and Igno- 


rance: And as the Chineſe will have all 
the World to be blind but themſelves ; 
except the Europeans, to whom they 
allow only the Uſe of one Eye ; So 
with Mr. Whiſton the whole Ortho- 
dox Chriſtian Church is ſtark blind: 
The ſeveral Sects of thoſe Hereticks, 
which have oppoſed the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, and the Coequality of the Son 
with the Father, ſee with one Eye: 
But the Privilege of ſeeing with both, 
Providence has indulg'd Mr. Wh:ſton 

D 2 alone. 
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alone. Where can ſuck a Man ſtop 
When he has once eſpous d any Opinion? 
When I had made it plain to him, that 
What there was of the Arabic Copy 
was ſo much the ſame with the Greek, 
as a bad Tranſlation is with the Origi- 
nal : Not at all diſmay'd at that, which 
muſt needs have been the greateſt Diſap- 
pointment in the World, to any Perſon 
elſe ſo engag d: He rejoyced at it: And 
ſaid, That now he had two Copies 
which confirm'd the Authority of the 
Greek. Which I confeſs at firſt hear- 
ing ſurprisd me more than all the 
reſt; for it is juſt as much to the pur- 
poſe, as if a Man were to produce 
two Copies of Wichleff's or N 
Tranſlation, in Order to confirm the 
Authority of the Hebrew and Greek 
Texts of the Old and New Teſtament. 
For none yet, how great an Enemy ſo- 
ever to the pretended Antiquity of 
theſe Conſtitutions, ever entertain'd ſo 
mean an Opinion of them , as once to 
imagine that they ſtood in need of 
Confirmation from the Arabick Tran- 
fation, What ſhall we fay to his n- 
rarung 


| (29) 
turing to ſoretel, (p. 12.) “ That when⸗ 
* ever. we get a Copy of a Doctrine of 


& the Apoſiles in the Syriack, it will be 
K ſo far like the * 1 of the Ancient 


“ Doctrine s, Liturgies and Canons, as to 


« confirm our Conſtitutions and Canons 
« of the Apoſtles * Which I believe 
would be one of the laſt Things, that 
any Perſon, never ſo little skill'd in Ori- 
ental Learning, or that knew the 
Deplorable State of thoſe Writings, 
would affirm. However, fince we have 
no Syriack Copy, I ſhall not follow Mr. 
Whiſton's Example, in raſhly pronoun- 
cing what it 1s (tho' I have a near 
Gueſs) before I ſee it. . In ſhort, it he 
had told us of Copies extant 1n Lapland, 
or Cathaysa , it had been every whit as 
much to the Purpoſe, as what he has 
already publiſh'd to the World concern- 
ing the Syriack, Arabick, and Ethwpick. 
Not that | would willingly reproach any 
Learned Man, for his not having had 
Leiſure, Inclination or Opportunity, of 
ſtudying thoſe remote and difhcult Lan- 
guages : But when any Perſon is pleas'd 
ta talk after an Imperious, Re 
f an- 
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Manner, concerning Things which he 
confeſſes at the ſame time that he is 
altogether ignorant of, and that in a bad 
Cauſe too; we ſhould be wanting both 
in our Duty to our Church and Profeſ- 


fion, if we did not do our utmoſt En- | 


deavour to reftrain him within the 
Compaſs of his own Limits. Upon 
which Account, he cannot reaſonably 
take ill any thing that I have ſaid with 
Relation to him, when he confiders with 
what Freedom he hath treated not only 
us Presbyters, his Brethren , but even 
that Superior Epiſcopal Order, to which 
he ought to pay more Deference. . And 
I ſhould have juſtly deſerv'd to have 
been us d by him as a mere Tranſlator 
or Alphabetarian , if his Provocations 
and Contempt of our Ignorance, had 
not been capable of raifing in me a uſt 
Reſentment of the Injury offer'd to our 
whole Order. Notwithſtanding which- 
Liberty, I perceive he complains of 
your Unchrittian Uſage towards him- 
ſelf; having forgot, as I ſuppoſe, thoſe 
Grimaces, which his Gravity hath 
permitted him to put, not only upon 


Dr. Al- 


( 31 ) | 6 

Dr. Alix, Dr. Grabe, and ſeveral other - 
worthy Perſons ; but that he was once * 
pleas'd to ſay, that Biſhop Pearſon, Bi- 
ſhop Bull, and Biſhop Beveridge , went 
to Hell with their Eyes open. But to 
leave this ungrateful Subject: You ſhall 
have my Eſdras in a little time; T ]W W 

Hundred of which 1 teſerv'd when he 
rinted his, purely upon this Account; 
—— [ was loath that any thing with 
my Name to it , ſhould be extant only 
in his Heretical Volumes. I only ſtay 
till the Learned Author of the Hiftory 
of Montaniſm hath finiſh'd a Diſſertation, 
which he has promis'd me to prefix to 
that Book: In the mean time, I expe& 
what you have prepar'd next againſt 
Mr. Whiſton. I wiſh you heartily Suc- 
ceſs in your Studies ; and am, with all 


Sincerity, 
Tour Faithful Friend, 
Octob. 15. 
1712. 
: and Humble Servant, 


S. OCKLEF, 
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